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Local 500. For over 30 years he served the 
union as representative, business manager, 
and business agent. Funds were raised under 
his stewardship to build a hall which now 
bears his name in thanks from his union broth-
ers and sisters. 

In 1974, Bill was persuaded to run for To-
ledo City Council and won. In 1983, having 
been the highest vote-getter, he was elected 
by his council colleagues as Vice Mayor. With 
his 1985 election as county recorder, Bill be-
came the first African-American to hold a 
county office. He was appointed to the Board 
of Lucas County Commissioners in 1990—
again making history as the first African-Amer-
ican County Commissioner. For many years, 
he was the only African-American serving on 
a board of county commissioners among 
Ohio’s 88 counties. Commissioner Copeland 
has handily won reelection to three successive 
terms. He diligently pursued many major 
projects including new home ownership and 
housing rehabilitation initiatives, a regional 
water study, new ballpark, juvenile justice cen-
ter, and the establishment of the Corporation 
for Effective Government to name but a few. 

An integral member of our community, Bill 
Copeland has devoted himself to public serv-
ice while actively participating in numerous or-
ganizations. While an elected official, Bill 
worked with the Toledo Zoological Society, 
Kidney Foundation, Indiana Avenue Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, Lucas County Demo-
cratic Executive Committee, YMCA, NAACP, 
Labor-Management Citizens Committee, AFL-
CIO, Frederick Douglass Community Center, 
American Heart Association, Old Newsboys, 
COMPASS, Toledo Jazz Society, Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, and Toledo Civic Breakfast 
Club. It was often said and very true, that Bill 
Copeland was everywhere. 

Though he will receive dozens of accolades 
upon his retirement, I believe a statement 
made by Toledo Blade associate editor Rose 
Russell sums up Bill Copeland best: ‘‘With so 
much power at his fingertips for more than two 
decades, he will go down in Toledo history as 
a political stalwart who hasn’t found it nec-
essary to boast, be arrogant, or snub anyone. 
He merely has gone his way and worked for 
the people who elected him.’’ 

Humbly, quietly, with grace, honor, kindness 
and dignity always, Bill Copeland went about 
the job he was elected to do. Lucas County 
government will miss his dignified presence 
and thoughtful governance. Politically, Bill 
spurred people to get out and vote, giving 
people in the central city the inspiration to 
change their lives through their power at the 
polls. These skills are his true legacy, and I 
join with the chorus from our community in a 
heartfelt ‘‘Thank You.’’
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VACCINE INGREDIENT PROVISIONS 
IN THE HOMELAND SECURITY 
ACT OF 2002

HON. PETE SESSIONS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. Speaker, in the Home-
land Security Act of 2002, Congress clarified 
that all injuries allegedly related to an ingre-
dient in a vaccine should be heard under the 
quick and inexpensive, no fault Vaccine Injury 

Compensation Program established in 1986. 
Though this was a simple clarification of exist-
ing law, some people cried foul. They claimed 
these provisions were inserted into the bill as 
a favor to pharmaceutical companies and that 
they would somehow take away the rights of 
unfortunate people who have experienced an 
injury. In fact, it did no such thing. 

The vaccine ingredient provisions in the 
Homeland Security Act reaffirmed Congres-
sional intent of the Vaccine Program’s jurisdic-
tion over all claims of vaccine related injuries, 
and that preservatives contained in vaccines 
were not subject to some special exception to 
the program. It did not change the state of the 
law, but ensured that those experiencing inju-
ries from vaccine ingredients were not given 
false hope or having their time wasted having 
their lawsuit dismissed by the court for not 
going through the Vaccine Program. 

The controversy surrounding these provi-
sions is over the process by which they were 
adopted, not the language itself Their repeal 
would not change the law in any way; as 
courts have correctly decided, injuries alleg-
edly resulting from ingredients in vaccines fall 
under the Vaccine Program. Furthermore, the 
lack of these provisions may add uncertainty 
in the vaccine market and higher insurance 
rates for vaccine manufacturers something 
that our nation attempted to avoid in 1986 and 
may be even more important in today’s envi-
ronment. Nevertheless, repealing the provi-
sions will remove the cloud cast over their 
benefit. If this language is repealed, Congress 
should reintroduce the provisions in another 
separate measure so that we may have more 
debate on the actual language and the public 
can be assured of the need for this clarifica-
tion of the law.
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THE EDUCATION, ACHIEVEMENT 
AND OPPORTUNITY ACT 

HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, as 
you may know, this week marks the 29th An-
niversary of National Catholic Schools Week, 
a week dedicated to honor the achievements 
and successes of the more than 2.6 million 
children enrolled in the 8,114 Catholic Schools 
throughout our country. Today is National 
Catholic Schools Appreciation day. 

It is fitting then that today I introduce legisla-
tion designed to ensure the Federal Govern-
ment appropriately assists parents with the fi-
nancial burdens associated with their child’s 
education. My legislation, the Education, 
Achievement, and Opportunity Act will provide 
refundable tuition tax credits for the edu-
cational expenses incurred by parents for ele-
mentary and secondary school. The legislation 
would provide parents sending their child to an 
elementary school with up to $2,500 in tax re-
lief, while parents with children in a Catholic or 
parochial high school could claim up to $3,500 
in assistance. 

The tax relief contained in my proposal can 
be utilized by parents to pay for a variety of 
educational expenses that are frequently in-
curred on behalf of their children. Most signifi-
cantly the tax credit is designed to help with 
the cost of tuition. But, beyond this, the tax 

credits can be used to help meet the costs of 
other educational needs: (1) computers, edu-
cational software, and books required for 
courses of instruction; (2) academic tutoring; 
(3) special needs services for qualifying chil-
dren with disabilities (within the meaning of 
the Americans With Disabilities Act); (4) fees 
for transportation services to and from a pri-
vate school, if the transportation is provided by 
the school and the school charges a fee for 
the transportation; and (5) academic testing 
services. 

Parents know the interests and needs of 
their children better than anyone else. If we 
are truly going to ensure that ‘‘no child is left 
behind,’’ in our national education agenda, 
then we must make sure our children have 
every tool at their disposal to academically 
succeed. 

The wealthy in America already have the 
choice to send their child to the school that 
best suits them. But middle and working class 
families often do not. Between tuition costs 
and out-of-pocket expenses like tutoring, com-
puters, and transportation, the costs can add 
up and pose an enormous obstacle to the 
child’s lifetime leaming opportunities. 

In my own district in New Jersey, a parent 
who feels a Catholic elementary school is best 
suited for their child, will pay somewhere be-
tween $1,840 and $2,566 in tuition costs per 
child, per year. If you want to send your child 
to a parochial high school in the central New 
Jersey area, a parent is looking at an average 
tuition bill of $5,571 per student, per year. In 
other areas of the country, the costs are very 
similar. 

Without federal support, many parents 
struggle—and in some cases forgo—a Catho-
lic school education, or any education in a 
spiritual setting, because the costs are so 
high. Learning in a religious setting is not for 
every one, and America’s public school sys-
tem is critical to providing educational opportu-
nities for all. We must continue to vigorously 
support our public schools at both the federal 
and local levels. At the same time, however, 
we should support those who seek the bene-
fits of Catholic school and choose a religious 
setting as the best, educational environment 
for their children. 

In effect, parents of Catholic school children 
pay twice—they pay their fair share of taxes 
necessary to support the public school sys-
tem, and they pay tuition at the school their 
children actually attend. I urge my colleagues 
to join me in addressing this inherent unfair-
ness and work for the passage of my tuition 
tax credit program as the best way to help off-
set the double payment endured by those who 
send their children to Catholic and parochial 
schools. 

In America today, we have 59 million young-
sters in elementary and secondary school 
across the U.S.; about 10 percent of these 
students are enrolled in private, parochial and 
rabbinical schools. Those families who are al-
ready sending their children to such schools, 
and others planning to send their children to 
them, would benefit enormously from my pro-
posal, because they are often struggling to 
make ends meet. 

It is important to note that my education pro-
posal is a tax credit, rather than a voucher, so 
the total amount of education resources avail-
able for all school age children will increase. 
Under a voucher system, if a school loses en-
rolled students to a competing school, that 
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school may lose funding and have fewer re-
sources available for their educational pro-
gram. Under my plan, that outcome is avoid-
ed. It is a ‘‘win-win’’ scenario, whereas some 
have argued that voucher programs can be-
come a zero-sum situation with ‘‘winners and 
losers.’’ 

A tuition tax credit for education is a benefit 
that should be available to all, no matter what 
their race, creed, or national origin. And make 
no mistake: the public school system will and 
must continue to remain the backbone of our 
nation’s education system. But we must never 
forget that the public school system was cre-
ated to serve students—not the other way 
around. If a student is performing poorly, par-
ents should have the opportunity to augment 
the child’s education with help from the federal 
government. 

If we are to truly make good on our promise 
that ‘‘no child is left behind,’’ we must ensure 
that Catholic schools are included in this na-
tional promise and goal. A child is a child, re-
gardless of which school system they are en-
rolled. The children enrolled in Catholic, pri-
vate, and rabbinical schools deserve nothing 
less than our full support and compassion. 

I urge my colleagues to support the Edu-
cation, Achievement, and Opportunity Act.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DAN BURTON 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, ‘‘dur-
ing rollcall votes 15, 16, and 17, I was un-
avoidably absent. Had I been here I would 
have voted ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall vote 15 and ‘‘no’’ 
on rollcall vote 16 and 17.
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CHIEFS OF POLICE URGE ADMINIS-
TRATION TO SUPPORT IN-
CREASED FUNDING 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. Speaker 
One of the pieces of evidence that convinces 
me that we have reduced taxes by too much 
in the face of the very significant demands 
that have been placed on our national security 
both domestically and internationally since 
September 11, 2001 is the refusal of this ad-
ministration to support adequate funding for 
programs of assistance to local public safety 
officials. As we were adjourning, I and others 
in the Massachusetts Delegation received the 
attached resolution from the Massachusetts 
Chiefs of Police Association. I am very 
pleased to have a good working relationship 
with the chiefs of police in the district I rep-
resent, and I know that these people are 
deeply committed to the protection of our citi-
zenry, against both the traditional forms of 
crime and against the newer threats we face. 
And they are not people who easily jump into 
controversies that are partisan or ideological in 
nature. So when they report that they and 
their fellow chiefs of police across the country 
adopted a resolution which ‘‘strongly rec-

ommends that the Bush administration recon-
sider the funding levels that have been re-
duced for local agencies’’ in the police field, I 
believe this is an argument to which we 
should pay attention. Mr. Speaker, I ask that 
this very thoughtful and important resolution 
be printed here.

HOMELAND SECURITY FUNDING 

SUBMITTED BY DIVISION OF STATE 
ASSOCIATIONS OF CHIEFS OF POLICE (SACOP) 

WHEREAS, the approximately 740,000 law 
enforcement officers in local and state agen-
cies have the best knowledge of and access to 
their communities, and those communities 
are turning to their local agencies for guid-
ance and protection more than ever; and 

WHEREAS, local law enforcement is the 
first to be called upon to respond to any 
emergency or critical incident; and 

WHEREAS, because of their daily inter-
action with the community, local law en-
forcement has access to local information 
and grassroots intelligence that is an invalu-
able resource in the fight against terrorism; 
and 

WHEREAS, demands on specialized train-
ing (interrogation techniques, recognition of 
terrorist threats, federal immigration law, 
immigration documentation, response to 
critical incidents. response to biological, 
chemical or nuclear terrorism), specialized 
equipment (protective clothing, isolation 
equipment, electronic surveillance and secu-
rity equipment), and drastically, increased 
manpower requirements, continue to take 
their toll on already stretched law enforce-
ment budgets; and 

WHEREAS, the over 19,000 members of the 
International Association of Chiefs of Police 
are concerned that while the federal govern-
ment is proposing greatly increased funding 
for Homeland Security programs, federal in-
telligence programs, and additional in-
creases for federal agencies, the local and 
state agencies will be left with dwindling re-
sources in their daily response to local com-
munity requirements, including those caused 
by increased threats and fears from ter-
rorism; now, therefore, be it 

RESOLVED, that the lnternational Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police, duly assembled at 
its 109th Annual Conference in Minneapolis, 
Minnesota, strongly recommends that the 
Bush Administration reconsider the funding 
levels that have been reduced for local agen-
cies, such as universal hiring programs, 
Byrne Grants, COPS Programs and others. 
We urge the administration to continue 
these programs, or reconfigure the funding 
for local agencies with the recognition that 
these agencies are truly on the front line of 
the war against terrorism.
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HONORING THE CONTRIBUTIONS 
OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, January 27, 2003

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
support of House Resolution 26, honoring the 
contributions of Catholic schools. As a Catho-
lic school graduate, I know the value of a 
Catholic education. I know first hand that 
Catholic schools teach students discipline, 
pride and respect for learning. I am so grateful 
to the priests, nuns and lay persons who 
taught me at St. Peter’s Elementary, Holy 
Name Elementary, Parmadale, St. Aloysius El-

ementary, St. Colman Elementary and St. 
John Cantius High School for their love and 
guidance through my formative years. 

I especially wish to recognize the delegation 
of students, teachers and parents who will 
make the National Appreciation Day for Catho-
lic Schools a special day this coming Wednes-
day. Their commitment to ensuring an excep-
tional education and maintaining quality 
Catholic schools ensures that Catholic stu-
dents in the future will continue to benefit from 
outstanding educational opportunities. An 
overwhelming percentage of Catholic high 
school graduates attend college, which is a 
sign of the excellent work of our Catholic 
School system. 

I would also like to recognize the National 
Catholic Educational Association (NCEA) for 
their efforts to promote educational and cat-
echetical goals. By sponsoring programs like 
the Seton Awards, which recognize individuals 
who have made outstanding contributions to 
Catholic education, the NCEA works diligently 
to insure better education across America. 

Providing quality educational opportunities 
for all children is one of the most important 
goals of our society. I wish to congratulate 
Catholic schools, students, parents, and 
teachers across the Nation for their ongoing 
contributions to education. They play critical 
roles in promoting and ensuring a stronger 
and brighter future for America.

f 

COMMEMORATING MR. WILLIAM T. 
LEE 

HON. CURT WELDON 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, January 29, 2003

Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker 
I rise to commemorate Mr. William T. Lee, a 
great patriot who served the United States 
well for years. 

Mr. Lee passed away in his home in Alex-
andria, Virginia on October 30, 2002 due to 
complications associated with advanced can-
cer. He was born in Pass Christian, Mis-
sissippi and grew up with his grandparents in 
Missouri. He is survived by his former wife, 
Dixie Lee. They had no children. 

Mr. Lee served as a Senior Intelligence Offi-
cer during the Cold War and was a vigorous 
advocate for a national missile defense. He 
was a prominent figure and an insightful ex-
pert concerning the assessment of the Soviet 
Union’s economy, size and scope of its mili-
tary. 

Mr. Lee was an accomplished analyst of 
missile defense, a published writer and a for-
midable lecturer. His life accomplishments in-
clude an exceptional understanding of ballistic 
missile defenses of the Soviet Union and Rus-
sia, authoring 6 books and numerous articles 
and lecture tours in Europe, Asia and South 
America. 

Mr. Lee embarked on his impressive career 
with an induction into the Army Air Corps in 
1944 where he supported the effort in the Eu-
ropean theater during World War II. After the 
war, Mr. Lee began his academic education 
with 2 years at The University of Puget Sound 
and 2 years at the University of Washington 
and emerged in 1950 with a degree in history 
with a concentration on Russian studies and 
economics. Later he received a masters de-
gree from Columbia University in advanced 
Russian and Chinese studies. 
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